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Faith in Action Project 

Horton Hears a Who! is actually a parable about justice.  When you 
were young, you could only relate to the fun aspects of the story.  Now 
that you are older, you can understand the deeper meaning of the story 
and the seriousness of the situation that prompted it. 
 After the Second World War, Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss) went to 
Japan as a correspondent for Life magazine.  While he was there, he 
developed a great respect for the Japanese people and their culture.  His 
attitude toward the Japanese, however, was at odds with the attitudes 
prevalent in the United States at that time.   Horton Hears a Who! is 
Theodor Geisel’s statement about those attitudes.  In the book the Whos 
in Whoville are like the Japanese immediately after the war, small 
insignificant, and powerless in a hostile world.  Horton spends most of the 
book trying to protect the Whos and to convince the other animals that 
“a person is a person no matter how small.”  Theodor Geisel saw a 
situation that he believed was unjust and used his particular gifts and the 
benefits of his situation as a writer to do something about it.  

The intention of this project is to serve those in need.  The following 
steps are necessary to learn and act on what we are called by God 
through our Baptism.   Please complete the project in the following in 
order: 

1. Read, study and complete the Faith in Action handouts with your 
candidate. 

a. What is Justice? pgs 3-4 
What is Justice Handout Reflection Questions 

! What passage did you find the most meaningful?  Why?  

! What quotation within the passage did you find the most 
challenging? Why? 

b. King Solomon and the Otter  pg 5 
i. Discuss the differences between Rights and 

Responsibilities pg 6  

c. My Action Plan pg 7  
i. Review Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy pg 8 

and then fill out the action plan 
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2. Choose and make arrangements for Faith in Action Service 
Project. 

Here is a list of possible “Faith in Action” ministries to contact.  Feel free to 
create an idea of your own.  Pray about what to do and ask God to lead 
you to where he wants you to go to take care of His people. 

o Degage’ Ministries  454-1661 
www.degageministries.org 

o Mel Trotter Ministries   454-8249 
www.meltrotter.org  

o Kids Food Basket  235-4532 
www.kidsfoodbasket.org  

o God’s Kitchen  454-4110 
www.ccwestmi.org  Visit the Catholic Charities of West 
Michigan website to learn more about this ministry  
   

o Franciscan Life Process Center 897-7842 

3. Complete the act of service together.  

*There are no specific number hours that are needed to complete this 
project.  

   

The key in the volunteer project is to help someone…to look beyond 
yourself for the sake of another. 

http://www.degageministries.org
http://www.meltrotter.org
http://www.kidsfoodbasket.org
http://www.ccwestmi.org
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Instructing

Advising

Consoling

Comforting

Forgiving

Bearing Wrongs Patiently

�

Giving Alms (Donations) to the Poor

Feeding the Hungry

Sheltering the Homeless

Clothing the Naked

Visiting the Sick and Imprisoned

Burying the Dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy

Corporal Works of Mercy


