Faith in Action Project

Horton Hears a Whol! is actually a parable about justice. When you
were young, you could only relate to the fun aspects of the story. Now
that you are older, you can understand the deeper meaning of the story
and the seriousness of the situation that prompted it.

After the Second World War, Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss) went to
Japan as a correspondent for Life magazine. While he was there, he
developed a great respect for the Japanese people and their culture. His
attitude toward the Japanese, however, was at odds with the attitudes
prevalent in the United States at that time. Horton Hears a Whol is
Theodor Geisel's statement about those attitudes. In the book the Whos
in Whoville are like the Japanese immediately after the war, small
insignificant, and powerless in a hostile world. Horton spends most of the
book trying to protect the Whos and to convince the other animals that
“a person is a person no matter how small.” Theodor Geisel saw a
sifuation that he believed was unjust and used his particular gifts and the
benefits of his situation as a writer to do something about it.

The intention of this project is to serve those in need. The following
steps are necessary to learn and act on what we are called by God
through our Baptism. Please complete the project in the following in
order:

1. Read, study and complete the Faith in Action handouts with your
candidate.

a. What is Justice? pgs 3-4
What is Justice Handout Reflection Questions

B What passage did you find the most meaningful?z Why?

B What quotation within the passage did you find the most
challenging?e Why?

b. King Solomon and the Otter pg 5
i. Discuss the differences between Rights and
Responsibilities pg 6

Cc. My Action Plan pg 7
i. Review Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy pg 8
and then fill out the action plan



2. Choose and make arrangements for Faith in Action Service

Project.

Here is a list of possible “Faith in Action” ministries to contact. Feel free to
create anidea of your own. Pray about what to do and ask God to lead
you to where he wants you to go to take care of His people.

O

Degage’ Ministries 454-1661
www.degageministries.org

Mel Trotter Ministries 454-8249
www.melirotter.org

Kids Food Basket 235-4532
www.kidsfoodbasket.org

God'’s Kitchen 454-4110
www.ccwestmi.org Visit the Catholic Charities of West
Michigan website to learn more about this ministry

O Franciscan Life Process Center 897-7842

3. Complete the act of service together.

*There are no specific number hours that are needed to complete this

project.

The key in the volunteer project is to help someone...to look beyond
yourself for the sake of another.


http://www.degageministries.org
http://www.meltrotter.org
http://www.kidsfoodbasket.org
http://www.ccwestmi.org

WHAT IS

JUSTICES

These Seripture passages all have something to say aboure |ustiee.
Use them @ help you write your awn definition af justice,

You shall not wring or oppress a resident alien,
for vou wene aliens in the land of Epypt, You
shall not abuse any widow or orphan. If you do
abuse them, when they ay out to me, 1 will
surely heed their cov; my wizth will burn., and |
will Kill you wilth the sword, and your wives
shall breome widows and yvour children orphans,
[F vou lend money to my people, to the poos

amang you, you shall not deal with them as a
creditor; vou shall not exsct interest from them.
If you take your neighbor’s cloak in pawn, you
shall restore it before the sun gocs down; for it
may he your neighbars anly clothing 1o use as
cover: in what else shall thot person sleep? Andaf
your neighbor cries out to me, [ will Listen, for |
am compassionate, (Exodus 22:21-27, NRSV)

whe mede heaven and earth,

who keeps faith forever:

The Lokr will reign forever,
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Fraise the Loun!

Happy are these whose help i the God ef Jacob,
whowe hope is in the Lorn, their God,

the sez, and all thatic in them;

whe executes justice far the oppressed;

who gives fuod to the bun
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The Lorp zots the prisoncrs freg
the LoD opens the eyes of the blind.

The [onn lifes up thase who are bowed down,
the LosD Joves the nighizous,

The Lore watches over the strangers;
[and) epholds the arphanr and the widaw,

but the way of the wicked  Gaod | brings to ruin.

your Gog, O Zion, for all generations.
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{Pealm 146:3-10, NRSV]



May [God] judge your people with rightenusness,
and your poor with justice.

May the mountains vield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

May |Gad| defend the cause of the poor of the peaple,
give deliverance to the nely,
and crush the appressor.

(Psalm 72:2—-4, NRSV)

70

The spirit of the Lord Gop is upon me,
because the Larp has anointed me;
[God] kas sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenheartad,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and relesse 1o the prisoners;
to praclaim the vear of the Loanp's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort zll wha maourm.
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{Tsaiah 61:1-2, NRSV)
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Yes, T know how many are your crimes,
how gricvaus your sins:

Crppressing the just, accepting brihes,
repelling the needy at the gatel
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[Ames 5:12, NAB)
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“¥You have already been told what is right,
and what Yahweh wants of vou,

Only this. to do what is right,

to love loyalty

R
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and to walk humbly with your God."

M5

(Micah 6:8, NIB)
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v ’
lt ls sa Id that King Sclemen was so

wise f1e oLl spesk snd understand the larguages
of all the animals. 7o sel @n exemple for acapke, e
veerced there should o€ ceace among the beasts

Feaze Among 1he Beasls

Peace Aimorg 1he Beasls!

Xinz Sulomon Decreed

Peace Amang the Beasts!

‘Death! Drsth! Dezth to the sayver! Death =0 t1e
<aver” the otter coied 'Its the Baull of {he wez o
my children diec. | came aut of the water wilb their
food (| teough! (ke these little crabs . ., oh they
foved little crabs . . ) 2nd found that 'Wesscl 1ac
leamzled my children decd on the grouns! He breke
the vow of Peace, agreed amang the beasts Peace is
deed and ceath instead reigns without cease! | wanl
Justioe

When the animals beard what e wease had done
to the aller's children, their cutcry was immediate
“Bring the weasel o the Kingl” cricd z1¢ ather
ammals,

O, King" «id the weasel, “what the ol ler says

IS5 Tue.
But my heatl conlains no malice when | do the
trings | do.

Iheand the woodpecker grum a i to orme
Fmevar meant W do the ottor amy harm

The drume ., . they tarilled me 1a the con

414 | trampled her children a5 | marched to Wa-!

“Ther bring the woodpecker bwlare me," ssid the
Kinn

"Oh, King," said e wozupecker. *he not alarmed!
Fdrummed the drums but ! meant 10 hasm.

I saw the seorpion shassen her sting.

It frightened me so that § el the drums rng "

King Selomon § the @tier

A HEBREW

b

FELKTALE

“Ther bring the scorpion before me," said the King.

Inte the throne room came Scorgion hald ng aer
paisan sting hign stove her héad and she said,

“King, | made no offanse.

| shargened my sTing ir my awr defonse.

I 2aw the turtle elmhing into her armor,

Il Ihe same, but | megnt not 1o harm hee!

“Ch, King," said the Lurtle, “my amoe is strong
I climbed in for satety tut | meant 1o Wrong

| saw the crab with angry Claws,

ShE was charging ecross the acean Acors!”

Irto the throne ~coer came Crag
With tears in her eves and Uaws outstretehed <ae
said,

“fes, | confess Yes, | confess. It's true what she saw.
With angry ciaws | o ckarge to war.

Aut | saw the otter dive inlo my hame

and czt my children I'd left there glore.

“Well " =aid King Solumar turning arce 3gain
1o ne atter, "Otges, vau & the one wha ¢ries

"Justice e cone! when Otter, you're to bame ™

"Onc who saows {he seads of death shall reap
the seme.”

Prace Among the Baastsl

(Heather Forest, as printed in Brody and others, ed.,
Sninaing lates, Weaving Hope, pages 171-172)
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The Rights and
Responsibilities
of the Human Person

RIGHTS

= Right lo freeclom of conscience

=+ Right to religious liberty

= Right to raise a family

= Right to immigrate
Right to live free from unfair discrimination

= Right to have a share of earlhly goods sufficient
for ourself and our family

« Right to life and to those things that make lile
truly human: food, clothing, housing, health
care, education, security, speial services, and
employment

RESPONSIBILITIES

- Responsibility to one another

Responsibility to our familics

Responsibility to the larger sociery
Responsibility to respect the rights of others
Responsibility to work for the common good

]
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(Based on United States Catholic Corference, A Ceniury of Social Teaching)



We noed to walk with both fect of Christian
servire if we realy wart to mate a difference
in the world. Works of mercy without works of
Justice will adceress prople's sufferirg but not

1ccessarly the mot tause of thar suffering.
Norts of justice address the rant cause of suf-
fenng but not necessanly peoples immedate
1ccds,

Cne work of mercy that I

wil| do in this coming week:

One work of justice t'1at|

will do in this comirg week:



Spiritual Works of Mercy
Instructing
Advising
Consoling
Comforting
Forgiving

Bearing Wrongs Patiently

Corporal Works of Mercy

Giving Alms (Donations) to the Poor
Feeding the Hungry
Sheltering the Homeless
Clothing the Naked
Visiting the Sick and Imprisoned

Burying the Dead



